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The Lower Wensleydale Business Network Welcomes the Attracting 

Younger People Initiative 
 

The Lower Wensleydale Business Network welcome the news that the Yorkshire Dales 

National Park Authority (YDNPA) is partnering with Dales-based district councils including 

Richmondshire District Council, to look at how they can help young people to stay in the 

Dales through its Attracting Younger People initiative. 

 

The Lower Wensleydale Business Network did a considerable amount of research into 

this area two years ago and discovered that the impact  of youth retention on local 

business and schools was serious, and the issue required an urgent response.  We 

decided to take on the challenge of working towards change and are delighted that other 

organisations also understand the severity of the issue. 

 

We have been working very hard over the last two years to help reduce the migration of 

our young people to other regions through our five-scheme plan and alongside our 

education partner, The Wensleydale School and Sixth Form. We are starting to feel the 

impact of our work, and we have had good feedback from the students, parents, 

businesses and the school alike. We are also starting to work alongside schools in 

Richmond and Bedale. 

 

We agree that more homes, increasing the number and quality of jobs, economic 

development and securing high quality mobile and broadband services are necessary to 

make the Dales a viable option for young families as outlined in the YDNPA’s initiative. 

Our primary focus is on economic development and our work is focused on helping young 

people in the Lower Wensleydale area, and those who may want to come and live in the 

Lower Wensleydale, have better access to business and career opportunities, plus we 

are helping businesses to position themselves so they are seen as both accessible and 

attractive employers to young people. The schemes we have developed over the last two 

years are: Careers Guidance Scheme, Local Apprenticeship Scheme, supporting the 

establishment of The Wensleydale School and Sixth Form Business and Innovation 

Centre, New Business Start Up Scheme and the Business Relocation Scheme, full details 

are here. 

 

Youth retention is a big problem and it really will require the cooperation from 

organisations across the whole of Richmondshire to bring change to the district. We look 

forward to seeing the YDNPA and RDC partnership unfold and would be happy to offer 

any support or advice where possible. 

http://lwbusinessnetwork.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/Reshaping-the-Business-Landscape.pdf

